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ABSTRACT 



Test results for students from Massachusetts charter schools 



were analyzed. As 14 Massachusetts charter schools completed their second 
year of operation, and 7 more finished their first year, results from 
standardized tests taken by charter school students were becoming available. 
Test results are the only indicators of performance analyzed in this report, 
although they will not be the only indicators considered by the Massachusetts 
Department of Education in evaluating the performance of a charter school. 
Tests results show that, with two exceptions, students who entered the 
charter schools on average scored at, or below, district or national test 
averages. Other data also suggest that 80% of the charter schools that opened 
in 1995 (12 of 15) have enrolled students who are average or below average in 
academic performance. Early preliminary results for charter schools from 
other sources are promising, and charter schools are now using a combination 
of standardized tests, portfolio assessment, and other performance measures 
in order to demonstrate educational results. An appendix contains an 
assessment profile for each of 22 charter schools. (SLD) 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Department of Education 

350 Main Street, Malden, Massachusetts 02148-5023 (617)388-3300 

(617) 388-3392 Fax 

Robert V. Antonucci 
Commissioner 



June, 1997 



Dear Friend, 

I am pleased to issue this preliminary study of test results from Massachusetts charter 
schools. 

This report cannot offer a definitive statement on the academic progress of students in 
charter schools. These early results are more suggestive than authoritative, and more data 
will come over the months and years ahead. Yet, there are now sufficient data to suggest 
answers to questions about the academic performance level of students entering charter 
schools, and at least preliminary data about the academic gains those students have made. 

The three key findings in this report are as follows: 

• In general, the academic performance of students entering charter schools 
was at or below district or national averages. 

• The early preliminary test results for charter schools are promising. 

• Charter schools are using a combination of standardized tests, portfolio 
assessment, and other performance measures in order to demonstrate 
educational results. 

I would like to acknowledge Scott Hamilton, Associate Commissioner for Charter 
Schools, Paul Herdman and the other Department of Education staff for their work in 
developing this report. 

For more information, please contact them at: 

The Massachusetts Department of Education 
Boston Office 

One Ashburton Place, Room 1403 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
(617)727-0075 

Sincerely, 




Robert V. Antonucci 
Commissioner of Education 
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Test Results from Massachusetts Charter Schools: 

A Preliminary Study 
REPORT FINDINGS 

As fourteen Massachusetts charter schools complete their second year of operation, and seven more 
finish their first year, results from standardized tests taken by charter school students are becoming 
available. More data will come over the months and years ahead. But there are now sufficient data 
to suggest answers to questions about the academic performance level of students entering charter 
schools and at least preliminary data about the academic gains those students have made. 

What follows is a brief analysis of available standardized test results from charter schools, followed 
by an appendix comprised of testing data on each school. The report is organized around three 
questions: 

1) What is the academic performance level of students entering charter schools? 

2. Are charter school students making academic gains? 

3) How are charter schools measuring student performance? 

While test results are the only indicators of performance analyzed in this report, they will not be the 
only indicators considered by the Department of Education in assessing a charter school’s 
performance. Standardized tests do not tell us everything about a school. Through reporting and 
formal site visits, the state will also gather data in regard to: academic performance (both academic 
— state tests, 1 performance-based measures and non-academic indicators — such as drop-out rates 
and attendance); the organizational viability of the school, and the school’s compliance with its 
charter and the attending state and federal laws and regulations. 



These schools will need to be in operation a number of years before definitive statements about 
their success or failure can be made. Nevertheless, standardized test results offer comparable, 
credible measurement of the cognitive development of children. In the years to come, student 
performance will be measured based on the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (state 
tests aligned with the new state standards or Curriculum Frameworks). However, during this period 
when the state is changing its statewide testing system, these standardized test results offer valuable 
information about the charter school initiative. 



1 All public schools, including charter schools, must participate in the state’s testing program. Third grade 
students will be tested in their reading skills via the IOWA test of Basic Skills. Fourth, eighth and tenth 
grades students will be tested via the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System, or MCAS, a 
series of tests based on the state’s new academic standards in the curriculum frameworks. 
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X. What is the academic performance level of students entering charter schools? Test results 
from the schools show that, with two exceptions, students who enrolled in charter schools on 
average, scored at or below district or national test averages (see Table 1 below, also see Appendix 
for more detailed information). This finding is consistent with the demographic data reported in 
The Massachusetts Charter School Initiative, 1996 Report. 

Based on an analysis of available state, district and charter school data, it appears that 80% (12 out 
of 15) of charter schools that opened in 1995 have enrolled students that are average or below 
average in academic performance (Table 1 and Appendix). The students in ten of those schools 
appeared generally to be performing at or below their sending district averages (or national norms, 
when no district standardized test data was available). Two schools, YouthBuild Boston and Lowell 
Middlesex Academy Charter Schools, only enroll former drop-outs. Most of the seven charter 
schools that opened in 1996 have yet to report their standardized test scores. 

Two schools, the Cape Cod Lighthouse Charter School in Orleans and the Francis W. Parker Charter 
School on former Fort Devens, despite open admissions processes, appear to have enrolled students 
that were, in general, performing above those of their respective sending districts (see Table 1 and 
attached Appendix) 2 . 



2 A third school, Hilltown Cooperative Charter School, has not yet administered a standardized test, so it is 
not possible to show how these students compared to their district counterparts when they enrolled. 
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